Summer Reading Assignment
Incoming English I Honors: Grade 9


	Summer 
Reading 
Title
	A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens

	Academic Integrity
	The summer reading assignment asks you to personally analyze and reflect on the novel. Most students discover wonderful insights they can share with the class.  Students who do not complete their own assignments will be penalized. You will be challenged and stretched in honors, but with hard work you can succeed. Enjoy the novel!

	Assignment
	1. Read the novel A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens.  Use a different color highlighter for each of these three topics, annotating: 
· Text relating to characters. Look for words, thoughts, effect on others, actions, and appearance.  
· Text relating to conflict. Note man vs. man, man vs. self, man vs. nature, and man vs. society.
· Text relating to theme.  What does Dickens say about the subjects he covers in the novel?  What universal ideas does he want to convey to his readers?  

2. Create a timeline of the eight most important events in the novel.  Your timeline may be created digitally or drawn by hand, but it should fit on an 8 ½ x 11 sheet of paper.  Your timeline should be neat and eye-catching.  We are not looking for plot summary, but an analysis of how/why these eight events influenced characters, plot, or the novel as a whole. For each event in the timeline, please include:
· Name of the event (1 word or phrase)
· Description of event (1 sentence summary)
· Analysis of event (3-5 sentence summary)

	Questions
	If you have any questions, be sure to email kchrusciel@geneva304.org or jkortenhoeven@geneva304.org.

	Due Date
	All assignments should be completed and/or ready to be turned in on the first day of class in the fall.  Be prepared for discussion and/or testing over the novel and activities during the first days of class.







GENEVA HIGH SCHOOL ENGLISH DEPARTMENT
Honors Summer Reading and Writing Assignments

Students enrolled all honors and AP English courses are expected to complete a summer reading assignment.  Specific information about the required summer reading written assignments can be accessed under the English Department section of the High School Web Site at www.geneva304.org/ghs/.

	Course
	Titles

	English I Honors
	A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens
Penguin Classic Series       ISBN: 9780141439600
Please use this specific version as some class assignments will reference page numbers. 



How to Approach the Summer Reading and Writing Assignments

When to Read the Book(s):  
· You will need to have completed the reading and written assignments when you return to school in August.  
· If you read the book or play early in June, you may need to go back and review the work prior to the start of school.  
· It will also be helpful to review your notes and annotations prior to the start of school.

Reading vs. Studying a Work of Literature:
In most cases these titles will be challenging to you.  We selected them as summer reading for that purpose so you will have an extended period of time to read the novel without other homework to do as well.
· There is a difference between “reading” a work of literature and “studying” a work of literature.  
· We are asking you to study the work of literature.  
· In order to understand the novel, you may need to research the author, the novel, the setting, the historical context, or the vocabulary and terminology without being assigned.  Think of yourself as an explorer or a detective.
· You may decide you need to develop a character list just to keep track of what is going on.  

Annotate the text as you read:
· If you purchase your own copy of the novel or play, annotate your text by highlighting key passages.  Look for quotations that reveal character, conflict, and theme.  Make special note of the paragraph or sentence that includes the title.  Make notes in the margins.  Use bookmarks.  If something makes you angry, add a symbol to remind you of the intensity.  If you find an amazing simile, mark it.  Interact with the material!  
· If it is not your copy, use post-it notes and bookmarks (keep a color-coded system) to mark key passages, etc.  
· When you review the work, reread your annotations.
· Bring the annotated text with you to class and be prepared to discuss some of the things you have selected for annotation.





